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Release is a sculpture made out of resin, completed in 2011 

after many years of work. It is a life-size body cast hanging 

from a stainless steel wire, and the body used is that of the 

artist. Release can also be presented as an installation, made 

by photos, sketches and other fragments of body part casts 

made out of plaster. All these elements allowed the artist  

to experience and understand the essence of the sculpture.
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Horses are made out of Vitreous China Porcelain and they are slip-cast from the 

mould of the horse, originally sculpted out of stoneware. It is a series of 7 horses sized 

130x30x35 cm, having the same shape but differing from each other in their color 

and texture. Some of them have clear glass glaze, others a combination of oxides and 

others unglazed but smoothed down, in order to have a soft touch.
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Plaster & Gold are artworks made out of high quality plaster  

(with resin) and ceramic pieces that have gold luster. 

They represent a study on “emptiness”: while working  

on the inside of the piece, Elysia explores the negative space.  

However, during this process what is empty fills up  

with a sensation of fullness and feels whole. It is definitely  

a work in progress about how architecture and sculpture  

can merge, using each other’s space.
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Elysia’s drawings are impressions, or evocations, rather than 

descriptions. It’s in these portraits that she feels a need for 

immediacy in communicating. While in the charcoal drawings – 

in particular those that portray faces – the stroke is bold, thick, 

sometimes even aggressive, in the pencil drawings the lines become 

increasingly thin and sparse, which only suggest the body of the 

portrayed person. Here, the pencil only insists on certain details, 

such as the curve of a breast, a hip, the toes, or the genitals.
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“Rooms of Wonder – Esoteric Fantasy Charm in Rocchetta Mattei” 

is the first exhibition held at the recently restored Rocchetta 

Mattei (located in Grizzana Morandi, near Bologna) from July 29th 

to October 30th 2016. As a result of a land development project 

initiated by the Municipality of Grizzana Morandi, seventeen artists 

developed a path in dialogue with the creation of Count Mattei and 

its fantastic eclectic architecture.  Elysia Athanatos took part  

to this exhibit with her alchemical vessels,  

one cloven and one intact, with a shimmering gold inside.
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The solo exhibition “Elysia Athanatos: Pneuma, Oro, Terre” took place  

in Bologna at the gallery L’Ariete artecontemporanea from December 

16th 2017 to January 20th 2018. This first monographic  

exhibit – included in the project L’ArieteLab, which is dedicated to scout 

and enhance new talents – is a result of Elysia’s artistic path, strongly 

influenced by her artistic residence at the Sanbao Ceramic Art Institute 

in the Chinese city of Jingdezhen, where she arrived in 2009.  

There Elysia fell in love with porcelain: the installations showed in this 

exhibit are in fact large vases in refractory or porcelain, which mark  

the splendid triumph of the material transmutation and the intense 

beauty of chemistry.
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Elysia Athanatos was born in 1981 in Ascot (UK) and 

grew up in Cyprus. She lives and works in Bologna.

In 1999 she left Cyprus for London, where she studied 

Fine Arts at the Chelsea University of Fine Arts and 

Applied Arts at the Middlesex University of Fine Arts. 

Then, attracted by the idea of beauty associated 

with Italian art, she moved to Florence and enrolled 

in the Academy of Fine Arts, where she graduated in 

Sculpture in 2008. Here she developed an interest for 

porcelain, which led her to join an artist residence in 

China (in Jingdezhen). 

During her stay she discovered the complexities of 

this material, and deepened her knowledge of it by 

attending a Ceramic specialization course in Faenza, 

from 2009 to 2011.

She made her debut as a sculptor during the 2012 

Human Rights Nights Festival, presenting the 

installation ‘Release’ in the spaces of the Cineteca di 

Bologna. She took part in different exhibits in Cyprus 

and Italy (Rome, Alassio, Albissola Marina, Grizzana 

Morandi, Bologna), always keeping her artistic focus 

on the body, the physical contact, the hand-to-hand 

fight with matter.
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EXHIBITIONS

12-2017 “Pneuma.Oro.Terre” (solo exhibition curated by Eleonora Frattarolo), Galleria Ariete     
 artecontemporanea, Bologna, Italy

07-2016 “Stanze della Meraviglia- Esoterismo Fantastico Incanto nella Rocchetta Mattei,  
 (group exhibition curated by Eleonora Frattarolo), Rocchetta Mattei, Riola, Italy

06-2016 “Arte e Gioco” (group exhibition curated by Giorgio Bonomi), Terzzorio, Imperia, Italy

06-2016 “Progetto T3rra” (solo exhibition) - Galleria d’Arte Eleutheros, Albissola Marina, Italy

08-2015 International Sculpture Symposium “Pani di T3rra”, progect by Centro Culturale Paraxo

 (in colaboration with the Milano EXPO), Alassio, Italy

05-2015 “A Sac of Clay” (group exhibition) - Larnaca Municipal Gallery, Larnaca, Cyprus

03-2015 “La Musa del Monte Soratte” (group exhibition) - Museo Naturalistico del Monte Soratte

 Sant’Oreste, Rome, It

12-2014 “Fired Earth” (solo exhibition) - El Greco Gallery, Nicosia, Cyprus

02-2013 “Ceramic Matters” (group exhibition) - Phytorio (Visual Artists Association), Nicosia, Cyprus

10-2012 “Human Rights Nights” Festival (Dual exhibition), Bologna, Italy

06-2011 M.I.C - (group exhibition) International Museum of Ceramics of Faenza, Faenza, Italy

05-2011 Contemporanea Off, “Comittenti Trovasi (sfilate d’opere)”-Contemporary arts festival, Faenza, It

DATE OF BIRTH  21.06.1981 in Ascot – Great Britain

NATIONALITY Cypriot, British

RESIDENCY Cyprus 
 (now living and working in Bologna, Italy)

ADDRESS   via Valleverde, 40067,  
 Rastignano, Bologna, Italy

TEL  (0039) 338 672 43 74

E-MAIL eathanatos@hotmail.it



STUDIES

02-04/2011 Colaboration with SACMI - Italy 
 The making of sculptures (horses) in Vitreus China Porcelain, Imola , Italy

2009-2011 Ceramics specialization course, (perfezionamento) Istituto Statale d’ Arte per la Ceramica 
 “Gaetano Ballardini”- Faenza,Italy

2009 CHINA Jindezhen Sanbao Ceramic Art Institute (Artist’s residency - studies on porcelain)

2008 Sculpture graduation, Accademia di Belle Arti di Firenze, (Accademy of Fine Arts of Florence), Italy

2002-2008 Accademia di Belle Arti di Firenze (Florence school of fine Art) specialized in sculture.

 (Anatomy, History of Art, Bronze fusion, Marble, Photography, Digital Video, Etching, Wood carving)

2006 Bronze workshop of “microfusion”in collaboration with Spanish experts from Seville

2004 Photografy workshop of manual colour and slide prints  
 (with photographer Michele Pero “THE DARKROOM’’) Florence, Italty

2001 Italian language course at Universita dei stranieri di Perugia, perugia, Italy

2000-2001 Applied Arts course, Middlesex University, London, UK

1999-2000 Foundation course, The London Institute of Art and Design, (Chelsey College of Art and Design)

1999 Lyseum graduation at Lyseum of Makarios III, Nicosia, Cyprus specilized in Art and Graphics

1996-1999 Art courses at Petros Savvides (artist) and at Andreas Kourousis (Cypriot sculptor)



athanatoselysia.com

IT   +39 338 6724374

CY  +357 99 754749

E  info@athanatoselysia


